Save the date…July 31-Aug 7, 2020

Join us for a “Come Home to Downton Abbey Tour” next summer…
You’ve watched the series. You’ve seen the movie. Now it’s time to come home to Highclere Castle!
Become Lord and Lady Grantham for several days as you follow them in the footsteps of this great British
period drama. Learn about life with the aristocrats, and ‘life below the stairs’.
Highlights of the trip include:
• A tour of Highclere Castle used as the main Downton Abbey set
• A guided tour of the locations such as Downton Hospital, Bampton
village pub, home of Mrs. Crawley and the local church
• Tickets to West End London Theatre musical
• Afternoon Tea at the The Ritz - London
• Evening cruise on the river Thames

St Mary's Church, Bampton
Thames River
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The Tour
Where We Visit

Friday, July 31 – Depart the USA
Day 1 – Saturday, August 1
Welcome to London! You’ll be whisked to your hotel to get refreshed and settle in.
Afternoon is free. Evening - Welcome Reception
Hotel: Goring Hotel, London
Meals: Cocktail Reception

Day 2 – Sunday, August 2

Late Afternoon Tea at The Ritz

Morning Free.
Afternoon Tea at The Ritz
Carson has been ordered to chill Champagne for our arrival as we feast on a
selection of sandwiches like Isobel Crawley's Smoked Salmon Tea Sandwiches,
O'Brien's Crumpets, scones with clotted cream and a selection of tea pastries.
Hotel: Goring Hotel, London
Meals: Breakfast, Afternoon Tea

Day 3 – Monday, August 3
This morning, we experience a cherished tradition of the English monarchy by
watching the Changing of the Guards of the Queen’s Household Cavalry and then
explore the State Rooms of Buckingham Palace on a rare day it’s open to the
public. Marvel at many of the greatest treasures from the Royal Collection,
including paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens and Canaletto and sculptures by Canova.

State Rooms at Buckingham Palace

Enjoy a leisurely 1.2 mile walk through St. James Park, onto the Mall,
through Marble Arch into Trafalgar Square and onto Simpsons on the Strand
(weather dependant).
We’ll dine at 12:30pm for a fabulous Sunday Luncheon at Simpsons on the
Strand. Simpsons is famous for it's beautiful cuts of roasted meats, from the 28-day
aged Buccleuch Estate beef to Welsh lamb from Daphne's farm in the rolling hills
of Wales. The roast sits alongside the venues ‘Bill of Fare’ alongside fine British
classics. This will be a 3-course set lunch with Traditional Scottish Roast Beef and
Yorkshire Pudding.
This evening Branson will bring the car to the front door at 6:30pm with
instructions to whisk you off into London’s West End and Her Majesty’s Theater
for a fabulous drama performance.

Her Majesty's Theater

Hotel: Goring Hotel, London
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 4 – Tuesday, August 4
Today, we embark on a wonderful morning tour of “Edwardian High Society”.
This tour we’ll visit locations used in the Downton Series including Lincoln's Inn,
Pall Mall & the Criterion but also other notable London Landmarks such as The
Houses of Parliament & St. Pauls Cathedral.
This afternoon, we take a leisurely drive out to the Cotswolds to visit the beautiful
Waddesdon Manor - the 12,000-acre estate of Haxby Park in "Downton Abbey"
owes its impressive exterior to Waddesdon Manor. Lady Mary thinks the house is
rather vulgar; we call it rather divine.
Evening Free

Waddesdon Manor

Hotel: Thyme Hotel, Gloucestershire
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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Day 5 – Wednesday, August 5
Up early today as we travel through the beautiful English countryside of Berkshire
and Oxfordshire. On the journey, we will enjoy episodes of Downton Abbey. First
stop, the ancient market town of Bampton, featured as Downton Village. Here we
will get a guided tour of locations such as Downton hospital, the village pub, the
home of Mrs. Crawley and the local church. Having explored the village we will
then travel to Basildon Park - The interiors of Basildon Park are used as the
Crawley family’s London residence, Grantham House. In the season five finale our
elegant Georgian mansion was at the heart of Lady Rose and Atticus Aldridges'
wedding.
Dinner tonight is at the lovely Swan Hotel in Swinsbrook, the sight for Lady Sybil
and Branson’s planned elopement.
Hotel: Thyme Hotel - Gloucestershire
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Where We Visit

Highclere Castle

Where We Stay

The Goring Hotel - London

Day 6 – Thursday, August 6
Today we arrive at Highclere Castle. At Highclere, we will visit the ‘Above Stairs’
rooms of the property used in Downton Abbey including the drawing room,
where many of the dramatic scenes involving the Crawley family were filmed.
Then out into the garden where you can wander around the estate. You will be
able to imagine life as it was over 100 years ago and enter the world of the
aristocratic Crawley family and their servants. Tonight, Mrs. Patmore and team
will prepare a feast for our surprise Finale Dinner, as we get ready to head home.
It’s been a magical trip.
Hotel: Cliveden House, Maidenhead
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 7 – Friday, August 7

Thyme Hotel - Gloucestershire

Transfer to Airport to depart for home
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The Details
Start: London, England

Southlake Travel

Finish: Maidenhead (Windsor), England

What’s Included:
All accommodations on a shared twin/double room basis:
- Daily breakfast at hotel
- Round-trip transfers from London Heathrow Airport
- Thames River cruise with cocktails
- Afternoon Tea at The Ritz, London
- Theatre tickets in London
- Day tour to Downton Abbey including Highclere Castle
- Day tour to Cotswolds area
- 3-hour tour of London of Downton Abbey filming locations
- Finale Dinner at Cliveden House
- 6 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches, 3 Dinners and an Afternoon Tea
Nota Bene: We build all of our itineraries as exhaustively as possible;
however, we also leave room for the spontaneity of the group, the creativity of the
guide, and the unpredictability of the elements. Thus, all itineraries are subject to
modest modification, dependent on local weather, new opportunities, and the desires of
the group.

Dates & Price
Duration: 7 Days / 6 Nights
Dates: July 31 – Aug 7, 2020
Prices: $ 2999.00 USD (Per Person sharing ) *
Single Supplement: $ 800.00 USD
* Final price will be adjusted on April 30, 2020, due to currency fluctuations.

Getting There
Travel Services:
For the convenience of our travelers, we would be happy to assist you with flights to get
to and from the trip. If you require assistance beyond the flights, (i.e., if you wish to
extend your stay or arrive earlier), or if you wish to make private or custom travel
arrangements, please call us to discuss your needs.
Please note that a service transaction of $ 50.00 will be charged for arrangements such
as flights, transfers and hotel rooms that are outside the planned itinerary.
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ABOUT US
A highly-personalized travel
concierge service that arranges
memorable trips, cruises, exotic
vacations and travel for those with
discriminating taste. So, whether
you’re looking for a private jet to
Paris, a villa in Tuscany, tickets to
the Grand Prix in Monaco, golfing at
St. Andrews or an island escape to
the Caribbean, we can arrange
every detail.

AVAILABILITY
This exclusive Downton Abbey tour
will be limited to 18 participants; with
a minimum of 15. To avoid
disappointment (and the inevitable
waitlist), please book early.

BOOK YOUR TRIP
CONTACT:
Karen M. Dawson
Southlake Travel
630 E. Southlake Blvd., Suite 57
Southlake, TX 76092
kdawson@southlake-travel.com
Phone: 817.657.9866

PAYMENTS
& DEPOSITS
$1,000.00 per person non-refundable
deposit at time of booking (to
guarantee events & hotels). Deposit
must be received immediately.
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